Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.071; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.5.
Experimental
Crystal data 
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Data collection: PROCESS (Rigaku/MSC and Rigaku, 2006 ); cell refinement: PROCESS; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/ MSC and Rigaku, 2006 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: CRYSTALS (Betteridge et al., 2003) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CrystalStructure.
both chloroquine sensitive and chloroquine resistant strains of malaria (Olugbade & Waigh, 1996) . The title compound is a nitidine analogue but does not contain a methylated heterocyclic nitrogen which makes it potentially suitable to coordinate to metal centres; a study we are currently undertaking. We report here the crystal structure of this nitidine analogue.
In the structure of the title compound (I) (Fig. 1 ) the key bond lengths (Table 1) are all similar to the related structures (Marek et al., 2002 and Shabashov & Daugulis, 2007) . The benzo[c]phenanthridine ring system is essentially planar with a mean out-of-plane deviation of 0.0256 Å with the largest deviation of 0.0538 (22) Å for atom C3.
No significant hydrogen bonding or π interactions are seen in the crystal packing of this compound presumably due to the presence of a dichloromethane molecule of solvation which is interspersed between planes of the parent molecule holding them far enough apart to prevent any interactions.
Experimental
The 12-ethoxy-2, 3,8,9-tetramethoxybenzo[c] phenanthridine was synthesized by the alkylation of the 12-hydroxy-2,3,8,9-tetramethoxybenzo[c]phenanthridine salt (Olugbade & Waigh, 1996) . The 12-hydroxy-2,3,8,9-tetramethoxybenzo[c]phenanthridine salt (0.500 g, 1.08 mmol) and anhydrous potassium carbonate (0.442 g, 0.320 mmol)
were added together in 20 ml of anhydrous acetone. The green-yellow mixture was refluxed with stirring for 30 minutes and iodoethane (0.258 ml, 0.2 mmol) was then added. The reflux was allowed to proceed for 2 h during which time the colour changed from green-yellow to light brown. The mixture was filtered and the solid washed with hot dichloromethane.
The yellow filtrate was collected and concentrated. The orange-brown product was taken up in 200 ml of water and extracted with 200 ml of dichloromethane. The dichloromethane extract was concentrated and the resulting light cream coloured product was dried in vacuo. (Yield = 0.318 g, 75%).
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were refined using the riding model. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-H atoms.
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